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'I hc nLlnrbcr. rrrlllc lLnd qLrxlir\,()f this

_r'cet s contenrlcr prcsenterl I chllllclttc t()

thc awei-rls c()ln)irrcc, but eftcr-nruch

Jrb.rtr.r 'l ,rL.r.L I.rr'.r...I tt.l lrrr
rver-c conllr. enclcd ancl r'cceivecl cef rificxtcs

l l)c sj\rh l)f{)jcct. in Sr Paul s l'liLcc, Nxs

ar:rrcled rhe Societr's pl:Lc1uc

'I hc a\\'ar'(ls \\'cr-c l)rcscnrc(l bv thc \4a\.()f

()f St Albens CitV xnd Disrricr, CoLrncill()r
\rdJ(i rL ( .,r\ .r.nl '. rr " ,r'J 11 r" ,1, 11 .,

\\c rhxnk rhc nc\r,\Nxr-(ls lijxnr (rflxncr

C)Lrst(nr, \Ilrfjlrrct G11)\cr. Nlichircl l)r nklc\
r-l D,rr.l ll,,rJf 'r-ll Llrerr lr rlrr,rk

'I-hc $;rcshr);nstcl- l-odgc i5srtc is srill

vcr'v rruch wilh Lrs OLrf c(nnl)lainr r() rhc
sr r ,lrr I. r. , t -r' i! I rr''t ( tl't, . ,1

()i thc C()uncil s C()Lle ( )f (i)n(luct has llccn
rejcctccl Ihe S()cier\.is rNking st('l)s r()

prrrsuc rhis ftrr thcr thf()Lrgh rhc I-()cal

G{ n,crnnrcnt ( )nrbLr(lslrla

()ll thc sul)icct ()f lrccs. rhc S()clcLY hxs

bcen esl<ecl t() attcnd 1l urcctirg l() cxpl()fc
rhc r-eleunch ofthe licc SP(ms(nship schenlc

rrrrl its l}xrk olllcnrcrlrl)rxncc'lhis is ;lll Ncll

encl goocJ bo r, es highlightc(l il thc llrst
'rL\\.. (t \".. r. \'.I1r ! rr r.rr .l , l, r .,
an(l L rccr'(tin furL rc ()f rhc I-(nrd()r Roxd

pl:urc, uc wrllbc elso sceking N-qLrfrnccs dlzt
existinll s Jck \\'ill be bcttcr'pr'otccrerl

I.ook out for a nc!\'Lr{lrk thc ltcnrerx: rrc

Tiees ofSt Albars l)l Inerrl)cr K:rtc

Brcthcrton S1'195 in the sh()ps, but J12

direct from Katc ( 015i12 -91912

'flJis editloit ltds becl1prcpared bf Peter

li'er ehdn (Vice Clrdti) dn(l Elic Roberts
(Cot)t))tittee DrcDtbei) If lotr haue any
cojlD)terxs. da lt rite b the l.:ditors at 3
Abbey ,rlill Etd, St Albans )J.J 4llN or
eDnil Ph'eLel.l att(4 aol coDt

Ecli ors'Notes

'l he Ciric Sacie0 e\celled
lbenLrelres agaln u'itb atit

inspiring Auards I itening, cel e b rat i n g
good arcbitecture dlttJ desigTt iit ottr
Di'!,t, I I tla)ntu+hl) enjoted r/u t e' t

pro-fe s s i onal pr esenta tions af t rc.t r- n t i sse s .

lhe schelnes lbal aan commeitddtlons ditd
lhe orer/ll u)inn.er..tt Ptlul's Pldce Tbe

erenl uas uarm andJ+iendb: but ailh d
sei ia||s 1)tcssdge highlighting the

i t)4nrtdDce of good design
(Hefrs  (l\ crriscr 28 Oct 2010)-

l'hr' \()(;r'l\ ..||rrrr:rl \\:rr(l\ l \( rrirr]
$xs lrclcl rt thc \'lxltings ,\fts 'l hcrtfc ()n
()cft)l)cf 20fi, 2010 I hc Ilr()lecrs c(msiLLefc(l

\\'erc th()sc c()nrl)lcrcd ir) 1009 lrnd \\cfc
those rvlrich rr cr e tlr()Lrgllt r() c(n)rribLrrc t()

cnhencing rhe cnvir()nnlcnt, cLrltur e ancl

a( )rrrnuni(v ()fIhc cilv

5t Albans Ciuvic Society Award Winner
l-8 St Paul's Pface, Hatfield Road.. a:|iet.t: Al(ltq'ck HotrsiDg Gt ot.tp

AicJ)ltect: J<l le .S]nd )l A\soc iates Bttilder VE Parratt (O.1kle.l') Ild
'l J)[s sDnll det cloP])tetlt afeight rented Jlats for si )ryle e|(terb People is a pdrhtet-slttp

bcttrceit St t\lb4i1s a:oultcil airl tl.)e .\|du,\ ck l loaLsittg Ltsacidtioit
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Itdnar's N.nes .an!inlte.1

The ODEON has no.rv become The

ODYSSEY! The new name wa.s annolrnceal

in rhe cinema on Hcritage c)pen Day

Sunday when some two thousancl pc()plc

\'JmL tu virw. A rl ( nLlrJ lurn-uul .rtsJir)

'ODEON calling' is now dcad. R I P

Howevet lct us n(x f(nget the role thc Civic

Societ], played in kccping this builcling alivc.

wc con[ir]uc to Laisc wrth the new owners

'l'he Iong-awaited street scene audit of
the area around thc Ckxk lirrvcr and Markct

PIacc ftDk placc ()n 1st Seprember. k is clear

thar many things are out of control and it js

difficult to esrablish who is really in chargc

ofkecpinll up thc appcarancc of Lhc City
'lhc article in this newsiettcr highllglrts

somc ofthc pr-oblems and the rcccnr
ercction of complcrcly inapproprlatc ncw
r()ad srgns in highly sensitive locarions aclds

to the cluttcr and increases our concern (scc

pl'roro). The District Council has a C()rporarc

Policy that sccks to improve rhe slreet sccnc

Unfortunarcly, lhcrc arc f()rces working in

the opposite alirection '{rhat a mcss!

\Ybo's responsible, and vbo cares?
(location: Sumpter Yard, Hollvell Hil.,

The Council has a hotlinc for graffittr and

iclarcd mattcrs - 0i1.15 125 8000 Ir is said to
gel results, why Dot trl/ lt?

The Rail Freight judicial review rs

expcctcd ro takc placc in thc NcwYcar. The

Socicty h2Ls donate(l 5500 to supporr STIIIFE's

on-goin!l cfforts.

Regional Spatial Strategies have madc a

comc-back:us a resuh ofa recenl High Lourt
ca-sc Planning Inspecrors have becn advisccl

(2rs of 13 Nov 2010) that rhc dccision to
ab()lish has been quashed and as a conse-

quence, the Stratellics as Lhcy sftDd form an

ongoing part of thc dc'vclofmcnt llan'fhe
Council, howcvcr, in its draft of rhc ncw
consultation docunrcnt statcs the prevl()us

housing lergct ()f7,200 h()mcs is no k)nller a

required local targcr" \\rh() e.c \,!,e t() lleljeve'/

thc Councrl p(:sumablv hopcs to be

able to rel,v on rhe Govcrnmcnr lcllislating
!o ab()Lsh thc RSS Irs public consultalion
documel]r wi]l bc publishcd in mrd
Decenber 2010, wifi thc c()nsultati()n

period lasrinli un!il cafl,v Fcbruaq,2011
Vr arwhrl- rh- sh ,r ,rsr ' 'i " 

r,, 1p1.r,c.ir
a continuinll $orry to familics ancl is lcading

to some premalutc lrppljcarions to builcl on

Green Belt land. Anothcr'finc rncssl

St Peter's Churchyard project. In
partncrship wirh Sr Albans Disrrict Couicil,
local conscrvation organisations and thc
k)cal communit\,, St Pctcr s plans t() renew
'God's Acrc as a livrmg churchyard 1he
visi()n rs ft)r it to becomc
. a pcaccful place for refleclion a d

conremplation
. a grccn spacc ()fshelter and nurture

for wildLfc
. a focus for cultLraland educarional

actlvltles

Alison Chant, commi[tcc mcmbcr, ls thc
Society's rcprcscntative on the projecl
working group She wrires "all ofthrswork
rccluires funding and wc arc abour to launch
'The Friends ofSt Pctcr's A scr-ies ofcultural
(\(nr\.'-(. lr, rgramn r d rL,,rglr rlrc *in-sr
months and allarc lnvlted t() j()il'! '

Award Commendations: The Abbev station Henlev House. Lattimore Road

o many
blackspots

Some yeam ago drer-c was a plan t() dclxtish
all the old buildings thcrc ft). r-cdevclopmcnt

This gor turncd dorvn at 2l council meeting by

lust ()ne vote- A closc call inclcccll

li ,cla). Flm Hr Ii.,,r,,,1 rh".ir\sntail
attractions, wirh finc exarrples r>f sLxtccnth

ccnrurl' urian architecturc, cobblcd strccts

and sensitive landscaprng

Rcccntl,v a Lrtiliq' finn cenrc akrng eDcl

dug up parts of thc strcct S()mc()f thcol(l
cobbles mysrerjously walkecl e bit likc
rhose Vrrk pavrng stoncs hcrc Ll(^\1r ll-v

Thc FighriDg Cocks

workmen rhen fillecl in Lhc rcsulting gaps

with tarmac and left.
Forrunarcly, rnan]'folk ln Norrvich care

ab()Lrt rheir city Therc was ufroar \\'itlr the
Ltll"l h, l',nl e:r.rhli.he,l N rtr thr.it q

Sociery, promiscs wcrc c'xuactecl frorr the

C()uncil rl'rar rhe cobbles would bc rcstorecl

oncc suiteblc ()nes had been founcl

I.ucky Nor-wich. Ifonly things could be

thc samc in SL All)ans.

Actually, rvherc thc first parr of this srorv
is conccrncd, thev arc. Utrlity firms and

others ceftainly dig Lhings up here, thelt

finish ()ff wlth tarmac And so thcy acmaln.

lhcrc afc saclh' all to() many exalnples

ar()unLl the ciLy. Evcn th()se cxpensive St

Petcr's Street surtaccs arc nol immunc, n()r

rhe disrincrivc blue llrick pavements, where
counrlcss dollops of thc black stuff offend
thc cyc.

'Ihcrc nccds to bc a l()t more pride takcn
()vc. the look of our slr-ccts and public

Kingsbury Barn
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Tarnlac an tbe herb

spices It reall)'comes clown to e||cr]!i()n ro
(lctail, wlth pcnaltics cnf()rcccl ()n th()sc who
mcss LIrin€js up Sr Albans (lolrncil, ancl in
pafticLrlar Hcrts Flillh\rays, plcasc rakc norc.

'Ihc Civic S()cicty rcmnins ()D the cas.,

and c()nLinucs lo frcss f(r' inlpr()\'cmcnts-
\vhy nor j()in us, and show thxr lrou cxrc

t(x), just like th()sc N()lwich [o]k, f()r Nh()m
caring lccl ft) ultimatc succcss

Eric Roberts

llditoi-s' coltulenL'l he cobblcs in Nomrch
Nere restored afier eighr wccks b,v thc
clcctrc utiltv cornpany. 'lhis sh()$,s it cai')

bc donc, so ivhy nor hcrc in St Albans-1

altings
conundrum

Council, sullgcsting thet it shoulclbc
turneLl inro a lniinl_t film vcnuc at rhe cosr

ofhalfa millron pouncls, a big cluestion

mark has hung ovcr rhc furulc of this
inrimetc livc perf()rmancc spacc

'l hings rvcfcn't hclpcd nhcn a sucklcnl_v'

implerrented policv hid d)e d)earrc cl()scd

frrr most of thc trmc, ancl thc tickct selcs

s,vsrcm cackJrandecllv moved ro rhe li^rrisl
& Inf(n-n]nti()n CcntrcAt the time ()f writing,
jr still isn r in ol)crati()n solncrhiDg xb()Llr

a pr intcr conriltg fiom Llollancl
(Etlitors' catnnrcnt Yct anothcr fine mcssl)

N'lcenwhilc rhc larcsr rcpo(, rvhich cor.rlcl

scal the'lheatfc s fatc, cluc ro comc bcfoLc

thc Cornrcil Cabinct in Octobcr, hes bccn
dclal'cd unril Novcmbcr, thcn l)cccmbcr
ancl n()w p()ssjllll, JanLraN
It s x glimnlcr of hopc that cvcnrs ar-c

cLrrrcnrl) l)cil)!l booked aL the venLlc unril
thc cnd ofJuly 2(111, lnd thc r'tcrvly

alpoin!ccl (short contract) l)f()gramrncf
has ht4refull,v rakcn on boarcl thc fact thar

rhe krcelgl>up'fansofstan managed to fill
rhc llacc with a Stan'Iiaccv gig th.cc ycals

runl)ing. Givcn thc chancc and rhc
lmxijrnati()n, Lhls j()int rcallY can jump

IJLrt aftcr.lul]'. what? Sadly it is in thc lap not
ofthc gods, bur ofour Council

Marion Hammant

Edltol's' conlment vlill 'l he itlrkings srill be

availablc for us to hir: frrr the Socictv'-
annLralArvarcls Evcning iD 2(111, aDcl \,!,iil

thcrc bc cn()ugh scats'?

hat caf6
societ

efrcr rhc LiccnsingAct ()f2(x)5 hdsD r

actuailv happcnccl

| ' tt,ittkll at tt\ hr\l l\ttl

Insread, a drink-fucllcd cconoml' wjrh
v()bbish bchavi()Llr has clcvel()pccl, s() thc
familv groups ancl oldcr ciLizcns $ho wcr-c
() have becn attr'.lcted t() j()il] in simpl,!

sla,v a\!ay

Ijingc clrinkinll hls emcrgcd as one L)f

lhe nation's s()clal pr-oblcnrs It cannot bc
a coinciclcncc thar rhis has llor worsc
sincc 2005

lr's ccrrxinl,v c()stinfj Lrs .1car ' S13 billk)n
r- l rr\rial.rrcll-nnu.r. fi5ure'r1,'i irrl-

and hcehh carc akrnc. lhat's.i600 pcr

lrouseholcl wherher'_vou d nk (n noi.
F()r t(x) man_v ()f tl're young, thar goocl nighr
our is ju(lge(l bv h()w plastcr'ccl _vou can gct

Prc-loxding wirh cur-price sLrf crnarker
btxze hclps get thinlls going And fi)r
cithcr scx no$l thcrc s no sharnc rfvou fall

in rhc gLrrtcr, or pee in public
A fcccnt llllc'fV News pr()grar-nme

fcaturccl ncarbv \{htford, rvhcrc camcras
':r.rshr .lrI rtk.||rr^"rIrcrr i r-l,( \'r(ct\.
'l hcy thcn nl(n'ecl tt) Watf()fd Fk)spitxl s

A & E Dcparrmcnt On s()mc nlghts all bccls

\|cre full wirh excess drinkers sleepilrg it off
or berng r ehydr'atecl tasks ()nce c2rrried

out in l)oljcc cclls Norv thc chancc of
\( n, , \{,r'hl r k'nB 5(' 1. r '' .r \ dL,r.ir,L
cascs brought in thxt c()ul(l be \()u or nre

Furthcnn()rc. rhcl-c's bccn a r'cactron to thc
pr()gfemmc from watforcl folice

!(lest Hall, Napsbury Park White Stuff, Market Place

'lhrDnc in tbe Higb Street
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'whdt.d F so.tei ? - canti t tu.d

euth()rilics. Now strcct petrols look out for
Lhosc q'ho appear pre-loadccl, and thcy are

banncd from rhc t()wn whcre could thcv
g(r? Hcre, perhaps. So wc should be

doubly worricd.
l)isrLrrbing imallcs of St Albans, still on

V)u ljJbc srncc 2007, and wilh ncariy

30,000 hirs to clatc, clo the cit-v no favours.
'l hc ncN !{()vel nmenl's rc\.icw rs n()t

cominll too s(x)n

Ilr(r( .nn b( n{'qLrirk fir,- ll'rrr-.rt i.
one aspcct ofa ccntufies-()ld cLllturc But

an)'reappmisxl shoulcl c(ftide r a 'polluler

l)ays' tlrx ()n late-nighL vcnLlcs. llrcater
recognilion ()t rcsLdents c()tccrns, arlal

m()re powcrs !o shut unrulv plen'rises

Mcanwhilc, the Societ,v will c()ntinue t()
pla,v irs part at l-icensin!l IIcarings'and
par ticipatc wholchcaftcdll, in any re!'iew of
tlrc Acl

Eric Roberts

Current campaigns include:

Prckinll up on the Vhat CaFc S()cietv?'

themc al)ovc. the Eclift)rs notc !hat Civic

V 'r. r rs w' 'rkirrB \ ilh r r,rr''rk,i.iri,
j., , icr (. rr( | f( \idinr. dr, ,ul: ,r'r, L hr
Instirure ofAlc()h()l Studies t() strcnllthcn
thc (balition Govcrnmcnt s pr()p()sals f()r

liccnsing rcf()rm-

At rhe l)cginning of N(Ncmbcr, Civic Voicc

fut oul1l prcss rclcasc sx,vlnfJ IneI towtls

and citics \\'iil c()nrinuc ro l)e blighrccl bv thc

cffccts of irrcsPonsiblc drinking wirhout a
!ra, rltcrsrr ^n. | .,h,,1 ',, '.r*lr,inFput in

rhc hands <>f krcal communitlcs

Thc group rs Lrrlling thc Govcrnmcnt t():

. Acldrcss thcsc'"vLclcr rmpacts of'passive

clrinking on public hcalth in thc same

way as eLlitudcs t() passive smokirlg havc

becn rfansformcd in rcccnt years

. Simplilj hccnsing regLrlatiors ancl imPr1)\'c

pLrblicirv for liccnsin!{ irpplicrtions
. ,4.llow ar-rl'one'"vith an inlcrest in the

LlLraliry of lifc ()f an arcn to inlluence
Lccnsinll dccisions noL jLlst l()cal r csiclents

. SrrenEithcn l()calc()uncils han(ls in

requirinil irll applicents t() sh()\\'l-r(^l

rhcir alcoholhccnce rvill c(Dt.il)utc ()
and n()L damagc the l()cal area

. Supp()rI l()cal c()tnnlunitics c()nccrncd

about thc multiplc jmpact ofcliffercnt
liccnsecl prcrniscs ()n An afca

.lrckl-rlrrl,'1h,,le ,[tr'n ",..rrr r' ti c.
which givcs frecd()m fronr all liccnsing

con(liridrs for up t() 96 hours for
c{)mmer:llll pfelnlscs

cood for Civic Voice!
Peter Trev€lyan

cmbership Matters
For up to date in_fontTatiotT art eoents atnd otber Societf nldttes go to tbe Society's bebsile tuutu stalbanscioicsociltb).net

Forthcomint Society Events - 2010/l I

(free to mcmbcrs)

Vednesday 15 Decetnber 2010

Historic street hl|_nilure atrd features in
St Albans & District
[:]fian Adams (localhlsronan) lhc Cross

Succt Ccntrd Dagnall Street xt il (X)pm

Rcfrcshmen!s & h()t mince pies xftcfwxrcls

\Yednesd.ly 19 Janlrary )011

Magic lantern to multiplex
licharcl Crav (Cincma lhcatre Association)

lhc Cr()ss SLreer Ccntrc", DagnallSuccL at

8.0(Drn

S.rtl\rdr4) 29.Januar.t 201 l
Residents Fiist Weekend
- Clock Tower Opening
Hot punch, shortcakc, vlcws and music.

Frcc - 2 0(lpm to 4.00pm. A chancc k)
promotc Lhc S()cicty.

Wednesday 16 Februatl-
The Old Town Hall, St A.lbans -

ceorge smith's building and what's
happened since
Chfi. L,f(L n 1l\lur(' rrt. tt l lcrirJgr O'fi(. r.

Sr Albans Districr Council) Ihe Cross

Strcct CcntrC Dagnall Srrcct ar 8 00pnr

\Yednesdat- 16 Marcb 2011

The Abbey Line: progress to date
Alisse Eclc (Abbev T.inc Light ltail Projcct

Mi.Lnallcr, Hcrtf()rLlshirc CoLrnty Cotlncil)
'lhc Crr)ss SLIecr Ccntrc*, Dagnall Strect at

8.(X)pm

wednesday 13 April 2011

New and exciting building proiects in
crty cenres
Architcct ft) be ann()Lllccd Lr conjLlnc!r()n

\rh H(nf,rr.'rhif( Arrh t\' r\ $\r i.rti n

'l hc Cr()ss SLreeL Ccntrc'*, Dxgnell Street at

ll 00lm Rcf.eshmenrs lficrwards

Saturdat- 21 ,Wal2011
Spring visit to see the Olympic sites
q/irh a guidc (Dianc BLrrstein) - details ft) bc

ann()ullcco

Frida! L\pril2011
Clockateers' parfy
(invi!ation (DlJ )
Drinks ancl rcfr'cshmcnts

St Mrchael s Centic Sllnl

+l)isabled prfki.g onlv rr 'l hc al.()ss Srfcct (lcntrc

To ioin or renew membership

Subscriptions arc fencwablc
()n 1 Apdl cdch ,vcar

ln.lividual Mcmbcrs .110

F'arnily Mcrnbcrship

Pcnsi()ners/Sfudcnts

RcsidenLs' Associeti()ns

Cofporatc Me bcrship

To j, ' r ' 'r, I r, . 1'.1q |n.11 Jt ta h p)r rr
coDract rhc N4cmbership Secrctar,l

Bryad IIanlon, tcl: 01727 85173.i

The Society acknowledges with
gratitude the support from the
following corporate Membels:

'l&B (St Albans) Ltd

Debcnhams Ottr$'av

llumball Scclgwick

DLA l'own P enning Ltd

Natit'r al Phr. rrr' r.rri .l q.s '.i.rr , I

.t15

r7
No chxrgc

J50


