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 Westminster Lodge:  Already a Council Done Deal?
Take one look at the Council’s latest  ‘Investing in Leisure’ leaflet, and you’d think that the new swimming pool complex was already happily on its way.  How else can you interpret a headline blatantly proclaiming ‘New Westminster Lodge Gets Go-Ahead’?

Well, it isn’t and it hasn’t – yet.  There’s still the matter of obtaining planning permission.  However, public confidence in the planning process could be undermined if councillors on the relevant committee are thought to be significantly prejudiced when they make their decision. 

The Society also asks how the applications’ Case Officer can write an objective Report for the Planning Committee with this Council leaflet looming over his shoulder.  And who, we wonder, actually authorised it in the first place?

Although mention is made in the leaflet in smaller print of a planning application being submitted, the inference is that the Council has already reached a judgement on its own scheme.  This raises significant questions about the ability of councillors, in particular the Lib Dems, to determine these applications impartially and in accordance with the Local Authorities' Code of Conduct.

Questions, questions, questions.  Answers are needed before this scheme goes any further.

 Note to Editors: 

St Albans Civic Society has objected to the planning applications because it feels that the 25 metre swimming pool will be inadequate.  A 50 metre pool would not only be more appropriate for St Albans’ expanding population, but enable the city to become a world-class competition and training venue, with all the economic benefits this would bring to the district.

The public still has a right to comment officially on this application – that earlier consultation exercise was simply that - and the Society urges people to put their views as soon as possible, preferably by Wednesday 17 March 2010, quoting Ref Nos 5/10/0259 and 0260, to Head of Planning and Building Control. St Albans City and District Council, Council Offices, St Peter’s Street, St Albans AL1 3JE, or email planning@stalbans.gov.uk giving full name and address.

 Attached are the full text of the Society’s letter of objection, correspondence with the Chief Executive, and a copy of the ‘Investing in Leisure’ leaflet
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